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The Harp of God
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edapted fur use of beginners; with numerous "And Pilate, more righteous than the clerics, posted over his
questions and Scripture citations ) ' : s
cross the sign: 'Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.

(page 136)

Dy J: T Russthesford
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< "When Jesus died upon the cross of Calvary............ " (page 140)
Crearion

Delivevance

"The ransom price was provided at the cross. The cross of
Hell Christ is the great pivotal truth of the divine arrangement,

from which radiates the hopes of men." (page 142)
4,760,000, Edition

Publishers

International Bible Sradents Association "In the cross of Christ I glory, Tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time;

Warch Tower Bibl d Fract Sccicty s i ather ; . s
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London: Tatossor Malbassiss Gape Tows, Serne, Vsslsbu cet (poem quoted on page 143)
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TATOE AEE J2lATDE LIEHACH 210 2EHL M2A5 D AU AS SHaE X
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F? #xx
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Ol olEot= a8 Hols XN Z 22 Jls 52 SEE 20I6tH, OIHECZ

6) Bauer, Arndt, and Gingrich's A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament ] %<

: "..a stake sunk into the earth in an upright position; a cross—piece was often attached to its upper part, so that it was shaped like
a T or thus +. Let’s look at a few more Lexicon entries for "cross" (Stauros):

Friberg AGNT Lexicon:

"Stauros" lit. cross, an instrument of capital punishment, an upright pointed stake, oft. w. a crossbeam above it, or intersected by a
crossbeam3.

Louw-Nida Lexicon:

["Stauros"] a pole stuck into the ground in an upright position with a crosspiece attached to its upper part so that it was shaped like
a 'cross.....reference is probably to the crosspiece of the cross, which normally would have been carried by a man condemned
to die.

Barclay Newman Greek Dictionary and Thayer’s Lexicon both read simply: "Stauros" Cross
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But a modification was introduced and usages of Rome extended themselves
through Greek—speaking countries.
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and always remained the more prominent part. But from the time that it began
to be used as an instrument of punishment, a traverse piece of wood was
commmonly add ... about the period of the Gospel Age crucifiction was usually
accomplished by suspending the criminal on a cross piece of wood.
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The fact that stauros is translated crux in the Latin versions furnishes no
argument against [the 'torture stake"doctrinel]..... a cross is only a later
meaning of crux. Even in the writings of Livy, a Roman historian of the first




century B.C.E., crux means a mere stake.
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Justis Lipsius' book De Cruce Liber Primus, page
47 says:

"In the Lord's cross there were four peices of
wood, the upright beam, the crossbar, a tree trunk
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the principal symbol of the Christian religion, recalling the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ and the redeeming benefits of his Passion and
death. The cross is thus a sign both of Christ himself and of the faith of Christians. In ceremonial usage, making a sign of the
cross may be, according to the context, an act of profession of faith, aprayer, a dedication, or a benediction.
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There are four basic types of iconographic representations of the cross: the crux quadrata, or Greek cross, with four equal arms; the
crux immissa, or Latin cross, whose base stem is longer than the other three arms; the crux commissa, in the form of the Greek
letter tau, sometimes called St. Anthony's cross; and crux decussata, named from the Roman decussis, or symbol of the numeral
10, also known as St. Andrew's cross. Tradition favours the crux immissa as that on which Christ died, but some believe that it
was a crux commissa. The many variations and ornamentations of processional, altar, and heraldic crosses, of carved and painted
crosses in churches, graveyards, and elsewhere, are developments of these four types.
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Cross forms were used as symbols, religious or otherwise, long before the Christian Era, but it is not always clear
whether they were simply marks of identification or possession or were significant for belief and worship. Two
pre—Christian cross forms have had some vogue in Christianusage. The ancient Egyptian hieroglyphic symbol of life—theankh, a
tau cross surmounted by a loop and known as crux ansata—was adopted and extensively used on Coptic Christian monuments.
The swastika (q.v.), called crux gammata, composed of four Greek capitals of the letter gamma, is marked on many early
Christian tombs as a veiledsymbol of the cross.
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Before the time of the emperor Constantine in the 4th century, Christians were extremely reticent about portrayingthe cross because
too open a display of it might expose them to ridicule or danger. After Constantine converted to Christianity, he abolished
crucifixion as a death penalty and promoted, as symbols of the Christian faith, both the cross and the chi-rho monogram of the
name of Christ. The symbols became immensely popular in Christian art and funerary monuments from c. 350.

For several centuries after Constantine, Christian devotion to the cross centred on the victory of Christ over the powersof evil and
death, and realistic portrayal of his suffering was avoided. The earliest crucifixes (crosses containing a representation of Christ)
depict Christ alive, with eyes open and arms extended, his Godhead manifest, even though he is pierced and dead in his
manhood. By the 9th century, however, artists began to stress the realistic aspects of Christ's suffering and death. Subsequently,
Western portrayals of the Crucifixion, whether painted or carved, exhibited an increasing finesse in the suggestion of pain
andagony. Romanesque crucifixes often show a royal crown upon Christ's head, but later Gothic types replaced it with a crown of
thorns. In the 20th century a new emphasis emerged in Roman Catholicism, especially for crucifixes in liturgical settings. Christ
on the cross is crowned and vestedas a king and priest, and the marks of his suffering are much less prominent.

After the 16th—century Protestant Reformation, the Lutherans generally retained the ornamental and ceremonialuse of the cross. The
Reformed churches, however, resisted such use of the cross until the 20th century, when ornamental crosses on church buildings
and on communion tables began to appear. The Church of England retained the ceremonial signing with the cross in the rite of
Baptism. Since the mid-19th century, Anglican churches have witnessed a revival of the use of the cross. The crucifix, however,
is almost entirely confined to private devotional use. See also True Cross; crucifixion.
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Baring—Gould is of the contrary opinion and refuses to identify the cross with
the phallus. (Baring—Gould = BHHSl 2JA0|04, AXIIIE &2 S2Alotse A2
HESHD UL )
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The question of their connection is still hotly disputted. That the cross was a
secred sign long before Christ is supposed to have died upon one is conceded
by Baring—Gould, for he believes that the cross 'formed a portion of that
primeval religion, traces of which exist before the whole world among every
people'.
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1) 7 Learn fully then, children of love, concerning all things, for Abraham, who first circumcised, did so looking forward in the
spirit to Jesus, and had received the doctrines of three letters.

8 For it says[Genesis 14:14; 17:23], "And Abraham circumcised from his household eighteen men and three hundred." [in Greek,
TIH]What then was the knowledge that was given to him? Notice that he first mentions the eighteen, and after a pause the three
hundred. The eighteen is I (=ten) and H (=8) —- you have Jesus —- and because the cross was destined to have grace in the T
he says "and three hundred." So he indicates Jesus in the two letters and the cross in the Other.(Kirsopp Lake H¢]
The Apostolic Fathers, with an English Translation. in the Loeb Classical Library, (London:Heinemann,1912-13)

2) CHAPTER 12 The Cross —— Joshua

1 Similarly, again, he describes the cross in another Prophet, who says, "And when shall all these things be accomplished? saith the
Lord. When the tree shall fall and rise, and when blood shall flow from the tree." Here again you have a reference to the cross,
and to him who should he crucified.

2 And he says again to Moses, when Israel was warred upon by strangers, and in order to remind those who were warred upon that
they were delivered unto death by reason of their sins -- the Spirit speaks to the heart of Moses to make a
representation of the cross, and of him who should suffer, because, he says, unless they put their trust in him, they shall
suffer war for ever. Moses therefore placed one shield upon another in the midst of the fight, and standing there raised
above them all kept stretching out his hands, and so Israel again began to be victorious: then, whenever he

let them drop they began to perish
3 Why? That they may know that they cannot be saved if they do not hope on him.

4 And again he says in another Prophet, "I stretched out my hands the whole day to a disobedient people and one that refuses my
righteous way."
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3) And how Christ after He was born was to escape the notice of other men until He grew to man's estate, which also came to
pass, hear what was foretold regarding this. There are the following predictions:=="Unto us a child is born, and unto us a young
man is given, and the government shall be upon His shoulders;" which is significant of the power of the cross, for to it, when
He was crucified, He applied His shoulders, as shall be more clearly made out in the ensuing discourse.

4) CHAPTER LV -- SYMBOLS OF THE CROSS.

But in no instance, not even in any of those called sons of Jupiter, did they imitate the being crucified; for it was not understood by
them, all the things said of it having been put symbolically. And this, as the prophet foretold, is the greatest symbol of His
power and role; as is also proved by the things which fall under our observation. For consider all the things in the world,
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whether without this form they could be administered or have any community. For the sea is not traversed except that trophy
which is called a sail abide safe in the ship; and the earth is not ploughed without it: diggers and mechanics do not their work,
except with tools which have this shape. And the human form differs from that of the irrational animals in nothing else than in
its being erect and having the hands extended, and having on the face extending from the forehead what is called the nose,
through which there is respiration for the living creature; and this shows no other form than that of the cross. And so it was
said by the prophet, "The breath before our face is the Lord Christ." And the power of this form is shown by your own symbols
on what are called "vexilla" [banners] and trophies, with which all your state possessions are made, using these as the insignia
of your power and government, even though you do so unwittingly. And with this form you consecrate the images of your
emperors when they die, and you name them gods by inscriptions. Since, therefore, we have urged you both by reason and by
an evident form, and to the utmost of our ability, we know that now we are blameless even though you disbelieve; for our part
is done and finished.

5) and that lamb which was commanded to be wholly roasted was a symbol of the suffering of the cross which Christ would

undergo. For the lamb, which is roasted, is roasted and dressed up in the form of the cross. For one spit is transfixed
right through from the lower parts up to the head, and one across the back, to which are attached the legs of the lamb.
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6) "When the people,”" replied I, "waged war with Amalek, and the son of Nave (Nun) by name Jesus (Joshua), led the fight, Moses
himself prayed to God, stretching out both hands, and Hur with Aaron supported them during the whole day, so that they might

not hang down when he got wearied. For if he gave up any part of this sign, which was an imitation of the

Cross, the people were beaten, as is recorded in the writings of Moses; but if he remained in this form, Amalek was

proportionally defeated, and he who prevailed prevailed by the cross. For it was not because Moses so prayed that the people

were stronger, but because, while one who bore the name of Jesus (Joshua) was in the forefront of the battle, he himself

made the sign of the cross.

7) Chapter XCVIL-Other Predictions of the Cross of Christ.

"For it was not without design that the prophet Moses, when Hur and Aaron upheld his hands, remained in this form until evening.
For indeed the Lord remained upon the tree almost until evening, and they buried Him at eventide; then on the third day He
rose again. This was declared by David thus: “With my voice I cried to the Lord, and He heard me out of His holy hill. T laid
me down, and slept; I awaked, for the Lord sustained me.'373 And Isaiah likewise mentions concerning Him the manner in which
He would die, thus: "1 have spread out My hands unto a people disobedient, and gainsaying, that walk in a way which is not
200d.'374 And that He would rise again, Isaiah himself said: “His burial has been taken away from the midst, and I will give the
rich for His death.'375 And again, in other words, David in the twenty—first376 Psalm thus refers to the suffering and to the
cross in a parable of mystery: “They pierced my hands and my feet; they counted all my bones. They considered and gazed on
me; they parted my garments among themselves, and cast lots upon my vesture.! For when they crucified Him, driving in the
nails, they pierced His hands and feet; and those who crucified Him parted His garments among themselves, each casting lots for
what he chose to have, and receiving according to the decision of the lot. And this very Psalm you maintain does not refer to
Christ; for you are in all respects blind, and do not understand that no one in your nation who has been called King or Christ

has ever had his hands or feet pierced while alive, or has died in this mysterious fashion-to wit, by the CrOSS—Save this
Jesus alone.

8) Chapter XCI.-The Cross Was Foretold in the Blessings of Joseph, and in the Serpent that Was Lifted Up
Now, no one could say or prove that the horns of an unicorn represent any other fact or figure than the type which portrays the
cross. For the one beam is placed upright, from which the highest extremity is raised up into a horn, when the other beam is
fitted on to it, and the ends appear on both sides as horns joined on to the one horn.



OHXI2tez TEclEnS s, S0A s Bol tdh ot JAs FES A3 F

At

NMe HS9 #s =0 dAS F2IIE W20 HoH S22 AdSS JASs B
S 0L e, 00 OXRS 2vUS I &%ACH otHEO0l 2=2 MFStHA 0l
ALORDE &5t UAX0l 2 Z2ex Zel ¢8a 1 A2 AESHAHE B En? &
A Aol eld2 XKIAMY 0IWES HAZ EX Zetd ot AE Hel&HE O
(He 20t SLAQIN? 235l ZIIE =2 OdelATE JIHat)| /oM dzgE A
Oletl] M2t5H0F Shi= 2101 OHOE? 2M= H=(6&=0hHet 01§ W& =t &
N &S ¥wsSoz dalo Weg Sel2 012 2401 otuIt?, (22 = 255H 01 X1)9)

HIIA e
2 &0 ee

A YUSD| 214920 U= THSO H(xH™), olCt. Od=

sy K
=30
@A [y

of&otd UL FAEIFA |ct
clal] QUCH. 22 tl==Jt HEe LIR= 8 ISl &30t Otlict & XAE JAE LIEHW

ni

2 NIJI BBl JIS=E & TAIR2tS
2o 20l toll CtSut

ULH.

4. ASctel AlEr (Sibyllin Oracles)
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9)

Chapter CXII.-The Jews Expound These Signs Jejunely and Feebly, and Take Up Their Attention Only with Insignificant Matters.

"But you, expounding these things in a low [and earthly] manner, impute much weakness to God, if you thus listen to them merely,

and do not investigate the force of the words spoken. Since even Moses would in this way be considered a transgressor: for he
enjoined that no likeness of anything in heaven, or on earth, or in the sea, be made; and then he himself made a brazen serpent
and set it on a standard, and bade those who were bitten look at it: and they were saved when they looked at it. Will the
serpent, then, which (I have already said) God had in the beginning cursed and cut off by the great sword, as Isaiah says,424 be
understood as having preserved at that time the people? and shall we receive these things in the foolish acceptation of your
teachers, and [regard] them not as signs? And shall we not rather refer the standard to the resemblance of the crucified Jesus,
since also Moses by his outstretched hands, together with him who was named Jesus (Joshua), achieved a victory for your
people? For in this way we shall cease to be at a loss about the things which the lawgiver did, when he, without forsaking God,
persuaded the people to hope in a beast through which transgression and disobedience had their origin. And this was done and
said by the blessed prophet with much intelligence and mystery; and there is nothing said or done by any one of the prophets,
without exception, which one can justly reprehend, if he possess the knowledge which is in them. But if your teachers only
expound to you why female cancels are spoken of in this passage, and are not in that; or why so many measures of fine flour
and so many measures of oil [are used] in the offerings; and do so in a low and sordid manner, while they never venture either
to speak of or to expound the points which are great and worthy of investigation, or command you to give no audience to us
while we expound them, and to come not into conversation with us; will they not deserve to hear what our Lord Jesus Christ
said to them: *Whited sepulchres, which appear beautiful outward, and within are full of dead men's bones; which pay tithe of
mint, and swallow a camel: ye blind guides!'425 If, then, you will not despise the doctrines of those who exalt themselves and
wish to be called Rabbi, Rabbi, and come with such earnestness and intelligence to the words of prophecy as to suffer the same
inflictions from your own people which the prophets themselves did, you cannot receive any advantage whatsoever from the
prophetic writings.
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10) XXXVIII. And when they had hanged him up after the manner he desired, he began again to say: Ye men unto whom it
belongeth to hear, hearken to that which I shall declare unto you at this especial time as I hang here. Learn ye the mystery of
all nature, and the beginning of all things, what it was. For the first man, whose race I bear in mine appearance (or, of the race
of whom I bear the likeness), fell (was borne) head downwards, and showed forth a manner of birth such as was not heretofore:
for it was dead, having no motion. He, then, being pulled down -who also cast his first state down upon the earth- established
this whole disposition of all things, being hanged up an image of the creation (Gk. vocation) wherein he made the things of the
right hand into left hand and the left hand into right hand, and changed about all the marks of their nature, so that he thought
those things that were not fair to be fair, and those that were in truth evil, to be good. Concerning which the Lord saith in a
mystery: Unless ye make the things of the right hand as those of the left, and those of the left as those of the right, and those
that are above as those below, and those that are behind as those that are before, ye shall not have knowedge of the kingdom.

This thought, therefore, have | declared unto you; and the figure wherein ye now see me hanging is the representation of
that man that first came unto birth. Ye therefore, my beloved, and ye that hear me and that shall hear, ought to cease
from your former error and return back again. For it is right to mount upon the cross of Christ, who is the word stretched
out, the one and only, of whom the spirit saith: For what else is Christ, but the word, the sound of God? So that the
word is the upright beam whereon | am crucified. And the sound is that which crosseth it, the nature of man. And the nail

which holdeth the cross—tree unto the upright in the midst thereof is the conversion and repentance of man.From

("The Apocryphal New Testament' M.R. James-Translation and Notes Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1924 )
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11) 22 Now the boys and the maidens brought wood and hay to burn Thecla: and when she was brought in naked, the governor
wept and marvelled at the power that was in her. And they laid the wood, and the executioner bade her mount upon the pyre:
and she, making the sign of the cross, went up upon the wood. And they lighted it, and though a great fire blazed forth, the fire
took no hold on her; for God had compassion on her, and caused a sound under the earth, and a cloud overshadowed her above,
full of rain and hail, and all the vessel of it was poured out so that many were in peril of death, and the fire was quenched, and
Thecla was preserved ("The Apocryphal New Testament" M.R. James—Translation and Notes Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1924 )

12) 50 And he began to say: Come, O perfect compassion, Come O communion of the male, Come, she that knoweth the mysteries
of him that is chosen, Come, she that hath part in all the combats of the noble champion (athlete), Come, the silence that
revealeth the great things of the whole greatness, Come, she that manifesteth the hidden things and maketh the unspeakable
things plain, the holy dove that beareth the twin young, Come, the hidden mother, Come, she that is manifest in her deeds and
giveth joy and rest unto them that are joined unto her: Come and communicate with us in this eucharist which we celebrate in
thy name and in the love-feast wherein we are gathered together at thy calling. (Syr. has other clauses and not few variants.)
And having so said he marked out the cross upon the bread, and brake it, and began to distribute it. And first he gave unto the
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woman, saying: This shall be unto thee for remission of sins and eternal transgressions (Syr. and for the everlasting
resurrection). And after her he gave unto all the others also which had received the seal (Syr. and said to them: Let this
eucharist be unto you for life and rest, and not for judgement and vengeance. And they said, Amen. Cf. 29 fin.).
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13) Chapter XXIX.-Argument: Nor is It More True that a Man Fastened to a Cross on Account of His Crimes is Worshipped by
Christians, for They Believe Not Only that He Was Innocent, But with Reason that He Was God. But, on the Other Hand, the
Heathens Invoke the Divine Powers of Kings Raised into Gods by Themselves; They Pray to Images, and Beseech Their Genii.

"These, and such as these infamous things, we are not at liberty even to hear; it is even disgraceful with any more words to defend
ourselves from such charges. For you pretend that those things are done by chaste and modest persons, which we should not
believe to be done at all, unless you proved that they were true concerning yourselves. For in that you attribute to our religion
the worship of a criminal and his cross, you wander far from the neighbourhood of the truth, in thinking either that a criminal
deserved, or that an earthly being was able, to be believed God. Miserable indeed is that man whose whole hope is dependent
on mortal man, for all his help is put an end to with the extinction of the man.99 The Egyptians certainly choose out a man for
themselves whom they may worship; him alone they propitiate; him they consult about all things; to him they slaughter victims;
and he who to others is a god, to himself is certainly a man whether he will or no, for he does not deceive his own
consciousness, if he deceives that of others. "Moreover, a false flattery disgracefully caresses princes and kings, not as great
and chosen men, as is just, but as gods; whereas honour is more truly rendered to an illustrious man, and love is more
pleasantly given to a very good man. Thus they invoke their deity, they supplicate their images, they implore their Genius, that
is, their demon; and it is safer to swear falsely by the genius of Jupiter than by that of a king. Crosses, moreover, we neither
worship nor wish for.100 You, indeed, who consecrate gods of wood, adore wooden crosses perhaps as parts of your gods. For
your very standards, as well as your banners; and flags of your camp, what else are they but crosses glided and adorned? Your
victorious trophies not only imitate the appearance of a simple cross, but also that of a man affixed to it. We assuredly see the
sign of a cross, naturally, in the ship when it is carried along with swelling sails, when it glides forward with expanded oars; and
when the military yoke is lifted up, it is the sign of a cross; and when a man adores God with a pure mind, with hands
outstretched. Thus the sign of the cross either is sustained by a natural reason, or your own religion is formed with respect to
it.
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14) Chapter LI.-Of the Death of Christ on the Cross.

I will now speak of the mystery of the cross, lest any one should happen to say, If death must be endured by Him, it should have
been not one that was manifestly infamous and dishonourable, but one which had some honour. I know, indeed, that many, while
they dislike the name of the cross, shrink from the truth, though there is in it great reasonableness and power, For since He
was sent for this purpose, that He might open to the lowest men the way to salvation, He made Himself humble that He might
free them. Therefore He underwent that kind of death which is usually inflicted on the humble, that an opportunity of imitation
might be given to all. Moreover, since He was about to rise again, it was not allowable that His body should be in any way
mutilated, or a bone broken, which happens to those who are beheaded. Therefore the cross was preferred, which reserved the
body with the bones uninjured for the resurrection.

To these grounds it was also added, that having undertaken to suffer and to die, it was befitting that He should be lifted up. Thus
the cross exalted Him both in fact and in emblem,120 so that His majesty and power became known to all, together with His
passion. For in that He extended His hands on the cross, He plainly stretched out His wings towards the east and the west,
under which all nations from either side of the world might assemble and repose. But of what great weight this sign is, and what
power it has, is evident, since all the host of demons is expelled and put to flight by this sign. And as He Himself before His
passion put to confusion demons by His word and command, so now, by the name and sign of the same passion, unclean spirits,
having insinuated themselves into the bodies of men, are driven out, when racked and tormented, and confessing themselves to
be demons, they yield themselves to God, who harasses them. What therefore can the Greeks expect from their superstitions and
with their wisdom, when they see that their gods, whom they do not deny to be demons also, are subdued by men through the
cross?

15) Chapter XXVI.=Of the Cross, and Other Tortures of Jesus, and of the Figure of the Lamb Under the Law.

Nor ought any one to be ignorant of this, that He Himself, speaking before of His passion, also made it known that He had the
power, when He willed it, of laying down His life and of taking it again. Therefore, because He had laid down His life while
fastened to the cross, His executioners did not think it necessary to break His bones (as was their prevailing custom), but they
only pierced His side. Thus His unbroken body was taken down from the cross, and carefully enclosed in a tomb. Now all these
things were done lest His body, being injured and broken, should be rendered unsuitable357 for rising again. That also was a
principal cause why God chose the cross, because it was necessary that He should be lifted up on it, and the passion of God
become known to all nations. For since he who is suspended upon a cross is both conspicuous to all and higher than others, the
cross was especially chosen, which might signify that He would be so conspicuous, and so raised on high, that all nations from
the whole world should meet together at once to know and worship Him. Lastly, no nation is so uncivilized, no region so remote,
to which either His passion or the height of His majesty would be unknown. Therefore in His suffering He stretched forth His
hands and measured out the world, that even then He might show that a great multitude, collected together out of all languages
and tribes, from the rising of the sun even to his setting, was about to come under His wings, and to receive on their foreheads
that great and lofty sign.358 And the Jews even now exhibit a figure of this transaction when they mark their thresholds with
the blood of a lamb. For when God was about to smite the Egyptians, to secure the Hebrews from that infliction He had enjoined
them to slay a white359 lamb without spot, and to place on their thresholds a mark from its blood. And thus, when the
first-born of the Egyptians had perished in one night, the Hebrews alone were saved by the sign of the blood: not that the blood
of a sheep had such efficacy in itself as to be the safety of men, but it was an image of things to come. For Christ was the
white lamb without spot; that is, He was innocent, and just, and holy, who, being slain by the same Jews, is the salvation of all
who have written on their foreheads the sign of blood-that is, of the cross, on which He shed His blood. For the forehead is the
top of the threshold in man, and the wood sprinkled with blood is the emblem360 of the cross. Lastly, the slaying of the lamb by
those very persons who perform it is called the paschal feast, from the word "paschein,"361 because it is a figure of the
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(2) Firmicus ( IS AD 346) - Error of the Pagan Religions, 21,3-6)
(3) Rufinus (2= St AD 404) - Commentary on the Apostles' Creed, 14)
(4) Jerome (AD 347-420) - Homily,68 Homily,84
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Letters, 26
(6) Paulinus of Nola (AD 355-431) - Letters,23 Poems,17  Poems 19
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(8) Sibylline Oracles (2AIJ1) - SibOr 6,26,-28  SibOr 8,251-253  SibOr 8,302,318-321)
(9) Acts of Andrew (3Al21)

(10) Pseudo-Titus Epistle (4Al2JI1)
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passion, which God, foreknowing the future, delivered by Moses to be celebrated by His people. But at that time the figure was
efficacious at the present for averting the danger, that it may appear what great efficacy the truth itself is about to have for the
protection of God's people in the extreme necessity of the whole world. But in what manner or in what region all will be safe
who have marked on the highest part of their body this sign of the true and divine blood,362 I will show in the last book.
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APPENDIX

sus died on a simple death-stake:
in support of this there speak (a)
the then customary usage of this
means of execution in the Orient,
(b) indirectly the history itself of
Jesus’ sufferings and (c) many ex-
pressions _of the early church fa-
thers.'—Pages 156, 330.
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Since Jesus used siau-ros’ to repre-
sent the suffering and shame or tor-

ture of his followers (Matthew 16:

24), we have translated stau-ros’ as
“torture stake,’” to distinguish it
from xy’'lon, which we have trans-
lated ‘‘stake,’”” or, in the footnote,
“tree,’’ as at Acts 5:30. This is a
revolutionary translation, we admit,
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the infliction of punishment upon
Jesus, the hanging of the unclad
body on a stake, which, by the way,
Jesus had to carry or drag to the
execution place to intensify the dis-
graceful punishment. . . . Anything
other than a simple hanging is ruled
out by the wholesale manner in
which this execution was often car-
ried out: 2000 at once by Varus
(Jos. Ant. XVII 10. 10), by Quadra-
tus (Jewish Wars II 12. 6), by the
Procurator Felix (Jewish Wars II
15. 2), by Titus (Jewish Wars
VII. 1).”
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Evidence is, therefore complete-
ly lacking thaf us TIST_was
rucified on twe pieces of timber
laced atf ri angles. e do not
want to add anything to God’s writ-
ten Word by inserting the pagan
cross-concept into the inspired
Seriptures, but render stau-ros” and
xy’'lon according to the simplest
meanings. Since Jesus used stau-
ros’ to represent the suffering and
shame or torture of his followers
(Matthew 16:24), we have translat-
ed stau-ros’ as “torture stake,” to
distinguish it from xy’lon, which we
have translated “stake.”
A2 21 AUCt= A O0ICH

A Xa2 0 20l AM = shZEE 210 208
H5B8ME SEH@an=-12020/0i 82 258 &N
srrck) 2t 2O JACHD M2t6t0 UCH L, 13
Fo2AHDE QAL So1LE &30t 855 B0l CHolh 1
2 AMHE HS SYs LOIACEH DISHASl 2A
BOEEOl D=8 A= FEHS WES &6l
= 20| =&6H)| [ 2 (®™ax=-Archaeological Commentary
on the Bible 2 CtS1t &0/ &=8tC: "Both heals had been pierced by
a single large and crude iron nail. His open arms had been nailed in the

way shown in the traditional crucifixion paintings...(S< %EiIE_ otLte 2
ROE HSEHJUCL 19 A S EHE2 SSiAHd E0X= X MY HEH

o
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ol AT PR K83 L Gonzalo Baez—Camargo,
Archaeological Commentary on the Bible, (Garden City, New York:
Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1984): 211.)"
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1. SHOIS 2008 M2 & (x= sl2=2etLg2 & XIH-Cross of Herculaneum)

HMEZ AD 7940l HoIss SHOIS HAO £=2(1939¢ &LAH)ZLHO0ICH &8 &0l
ANE2H 252 XIS XHFIOF LAZ/UCEH. 0 AN Oiol Z-010/10H= S 20| 236t
1 AL

FAIAAI0l Naples® Bay 20l HM UE A2 0 =J19 as50H QoA LX=

DEC HUstH O =0l dlelF2tlS(Herculaneum)l 2MHO0A Jd2IAZQI0] U

A M20ICH HIAHIRA(Vesuvius)dte SHAIEZZO| IAMES SUols HE 08 21X

OF20l XA otLtel &2 2956 st 252 AKXt XS LIEH D UCH
O AXtE 282 =301 & JI&We orxZol & 22l &0 AJUCH AXiteE 2
DIk 20l =EHe delAZwe A=0I™A}E 240ICH, (First Christians, First
Harper &Row, New York, 1976, p140) 16)

OLOI0i= ZAIDISl BHOl A XD DelAZ o Ao AES2M ASEHLD JUCtD L&t
Ct. OtOIO= Hi=oh OS2t 201 2ot UL

2&0le 200 Eol &, 22 2l xJ|9 DelAZ0le oiuigol JU/UCEH SIAH 3
BI=0l Zold IHE2 2 Aot XS UEUHD JADH Ot =522 HUHUY
D, E¥s A= O JI722 AMEE A0ICH O Holle e LR HMee &ES0I
UALH RS HIAHI AL Z0 28 0l 2 S=S01 =0 HIAXLH, (&

2 X, 141H0IXI) 17)

82 JdelAZele GHEoIAE H0ItH A2 LR MHolgr d&tedt, 2uiHE
AEEIRS AO0ICH D, =0 w32 =9 PERH M2 Wl 201 8XIE
S=22AM W21 JUAAJAT= A O0ICH.

Ol Hreculaneum 2 &XtJtol 2A=2 19394 220l EAZUL, SHOIS 0 N2 AD 79 8F 24201

16) “Christians were already established at Puteoli—[the Apostle] Paul’s fame had preceded him there ... It may be from this early
congregation that faith expanded around the Bay of Naples, because there were Christians in nearby Herculaneum shortly
afterward. One of the houses in that resort town, today liberated from its lava burial by Mt. Vesuvius, shows the clear outlines
of a metal cross that had been set in the wall over a charred prie-dieu in an upstairs room. The cross evidently is just as old a
Christian symbol as the fish.”15

17) “A primitive Christian oratory in the upper room of the so—called ‘House of Bicentenary at Herculaneum. A whitish stuccoed

panel shows the imprint of a large cross, probably metallic, that had been removed or possibly used as a stamping device.
Before it are the remains of a small wooden altar, charred by lava from the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in 79 A.D.”16
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AD 794 1 RIS HIAHIRA SatELEZ AZSSH HerculaneumO| Z24& 1 0lF 2 Xt 3
£ xJ| delax SYSHUD ZBES UWeln UCH AX0 o™ stXt= Ot0t: AtE=HFE 1 XtAI0l 0
LIZENetnE: M24s 5 Ol=<0l Xl&l AXIte E380 FASH H0| 2ALD| &0/t &
Ct. = Amedeo Maiuri, "Herculaneum” V. Priestley 219 (Rome: Istituto Plokgrafico Dello Stato, 1962),
p 47: Joseph Jay Deiss. Herculaneum: Italy's Buried Treasure (New York: Harper & Row, 1985)
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In his book Jewish and Christian Presence in Pompeli Varone does not deny but affirms that
sure it's very strange the fact that Christian symbols were found. The finding of the cross in
Bethsaida does away with any doubt in this regard.
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'Some have concluded from John 20:25 that two nails were used, one through
each hand. But does Thomas's use of the plural(nails)have to be understood as
a precise description indicating that each of Jesus's hands was pierced by a
separate nail?

In Luke 24:39 the resurrected Jesus said: "See my hands and my feet, that it is
| myself." This suggests that Christ's feet also were nailed. Since Thomas made
no mention of nailprints in Jesus' feet, his use of the plural "nails" could have
been a general reference to multiple nails used in impaling Jesus.

Thus, it is just not possible at this point to state with certainty how many nails
were used.
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